
Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, July 29, 2019 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Roby Politi, Chairperson 
Tom Scozzafava, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Politi called this Ways and Means Committee to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joe Giordano, Charles Harrington, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, Jerry Morrow, 
Roby Politi, Joe Pete Wilson, Michael Tyler and Tom Scozzafava.   Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell 
and Davina Winemiller were previously excused. 

 
Department heads present were:  Patty Bashaw, Daniel Palmer, Dan Manning, Sue 
Montgomery-Corey and Judy Garrison.  
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan and Max Thwaits. 
 
New media:  Elizabeth Izzo – Adirondack Daily Enterprise and Laura Achouatte 
 
Also present:  Dan Tedford, Wendy Sayward, Matt Watts and Carly Summers. 
 
 
POLITI:  Good morning everyone. Welcome to our ways and means meeting as Randy Preston 
would say, it’s nice to see Mr. Giordano on time today.  Please join us with the salute to the flag.  
Thank you.  Madam Clerk would you call the roll please.  Thank you.   
We have a guest this morning Carly Summers is here. Come on down. 
 
SUMMERS:  Good morning.  I’m Carly Summers with Cornell Cooperative Extension in Essex 
County and I’m the Agriculture Resource Educator.  We’ve got tents outside and we’re going to 
celebrate Ag Day.  It started with Shaun Gillilland in celebration of agriculture in this County and 
I’m going to be very excited to introduce the farmers that are here today from all the County but 
also before I do that I’d like to give a broad overview of agriculture and how it connects with 
everything in our region and that whether your town has a farm in it or not or several farms in it 
or not agriculture in this region is an economic driver and it’s also rich in our communities so 
that’s what I’m going to touch on today. 
One of the reasons why agriculture is so important to this region is that it’s a growing economic 
sector according to the last ag census which took place in 2017 but the data was just released 
in May agriculture has grown by 13% in the past five years since the previous ag census so it’s 
significantly growing and one of the most important sectors of growth in agriculture is direct 
market agriculture if that is a term that isn’t familiar to you what that means is this is when the 
farmer sells directly to the customer that is the farmer’s markets or farmer stands or other cases 
but that sector has significantly grown in the last ten years 100% increase in farms we’re up in 
over 100 farms that sell directly to customers in this area and that is a unique area of growth. 
This movement is growing in different sectors of the economy across the country but in some 
areas this is slowly down but it’s only picking up here and for the increase in over a 1000% in 
value for ten years is also huge and this is the aspect of our economy that we want to keep 
nurturing.  The ag census for the first time in 2017 measured the value added cost what this 
means is taking the raw agricultural commodity product say, milk or honey and producing 
something to add more value to it so some people around here make cheese for instance or you 
might make a cookie and sell it at the farmer’s market these are increasing values. Some 
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farmers produce these values on their own farm and then sell them and some actually sell to a 
whole separate service so this is an aspect or our economy is allowing for more businesses to 
start in our area based on our farming businesses that are already here and one thing that I’m 
going to touch on later at a different angle is the fact that census also measured the value of 
products sold to retail institutions as well as other institutions and food hubs in our region for the 
first time so we’ll look at that number again later. 
One thing I’d like to talk about since I’ve worked in agriculture in different areas in the country is 
that this area is very unique in terms of diversity and I think most of you would probably agree 
that almost everything diversity is strength and it makes for resiliency but also makes for a really 
beautiful system here. We have almost everything in agriculture you can imagine here and you 
can get almost everything for your diet from food right here and that is unique. So we’ve got milk 
produced here a lot of milk and we also have byproducts from that milk from cheese to ice-
cream.  We have a variety of livestock from horses that are used for logging and agriculture but 
also recreation. We have pork produced here as well as a lot of beef and even fiber producing 
animals and actually we have several Alpaca farms and these Alpaca farms as well as the other 
farms are doing something else that helps our agricultural economy which is doing farm visits 
people from around the region love to come and pet an Alpaca or even just look at it so this is 
another reason why people are coming to visit. 
We also have very strong vegetable farms growing a huge variety of vegetables.  I don’t know if 
a lot of you are familiar with how vegetable farming works but a lot of times you grow either a 
ton of cabbage and sell it for a really large market or you grow a variety of things and sell it 
directly and here we’ve got people who are growing a very large variety of products. We also 
have fruit and even flower farms and these flower farms sell to weddings, catering events, 
CSA’s what community supported agriculture sell direct to you, people in the community so 
we’ve got a very large variety of products and types of businesses a wide variety such as bread, 
a lot of maple all over our county and region that can go into other products as well even wood 
crafting from all our forestry products and much is produced in the woods and outside of the 
woods.  So we have a lot food and what I want that to translate to you is the growing number of 
jobs so we actually this number is coming from the economic development quarterly census of 
report and they just did 2018 and it only counts the wages of people that made $20,000 or over 
that year and because of the seasonal nature of our agricultural jobs a lot of people actually 
might work for a month or two, come in and live here for a few months in the summer and make 
less than that so the reality this $3.7 million dollars in wages is probably just an understatement 
in terms of what the actual wages are and the number of unwritten thirty-one people being 
employed here is probably also very low but it’s the number averaged out during the year so in 
the summer it’s much higher and in the winter it would be much lower.  So not only are these 
farms are ag producers providing jobs but are attracting new families to come here because of 
the diverse and unique agriculture community people are coming here to work here and live 
here and start doing business. 
One thing I’d like to point out that Cornell Cooperative Extension is doing in collaboration with 
several other community partners in the Well Fed Collaborative is support finding new market 
for these businesses. As you say the economy is growing, the market is growing but we need it 
to grow more and for me one of the top places we need to look are our top industry sectors and 
as you are all familiar are the combinations in restaurant industry are very large parts of that 
industry is actually the fourth largest industry in our area probably a lot to do with our wilderness 
tourism.  So whenever we look at how many restaurants are actually purchasing from our local 
farms it’s only a handful so I think this is an opportunity.  It’s an opportunity where education can 
increase that money spent in our community so according to the North Country Regional 
Development Council publisher report siting the tourism economics of New York State the 
traveler’s spending was up 5% in 2017 so this is quarterly and we need to continue to tap into 
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this but it’s also our local people who live here who go to these restaurants as well.  Though we 
want to allow for more market opportunities for our local farms and our Ag and market 
producers we can work with these local restaurants and help them learn how to purchase more 
of our local food.  It’s a learning curb because in general they buy from the people that they buy 
for everything in commodity but in reality, they can purchase a huge amount of their food right 
here in this community and those help to stay in our community if we can help them do that and 
that’s the purpose of Adirondack Harvest so thank you for funding us to do this work. 
One of the direct programs that we have this year where we worked to do this was in addition to 
our constant web presence as a resource for restaurants to find local farms and the products 
that they want to serve is we hosted a farm to chef event at a restaurant that purchases local 
food where 16 farms and 16 restaurants were there.  Can you imagine if 150 restaurants in the 
Lake Placid/Saranac Lake region were purchasing local food? That would be an incredible 
economic contribution to our area. 
And then taking it a step further so health care is one of our top industries, our colleges, our 
schools we have ten school districts.  What if they were purchasing local food?  We actually 
have a lot of food being produced here and we could potentially have a lot more food being 
produced here if we had the market.  So the ag census looked at this number and I’m really 
happy they got the space line because in reality at $701,000 is not a huge amount if you were to 
look at the budget of one school’s food program or one hospital’s for that food cafeteria and if 
we can help support linking our local food to these institutions that would also be a very large 
market and that was one place where Cornell Cooperative Extension is working so Megan 
Brooks is out under the tents and she is going to be explaining her farm to school program.  She 
and I wrote an Ag and Markets grant that is funding her position.  She has doubled the number 
of schools in the past year working with the Farm to School Program.  One of the purposes of 
the Farm to School program is to link local food to our school districts because it is a learning 
curve and it is another step to take in the busy position but there are other aspects to this job 
like giving educational opportunities to kids out on farms, helping them learn about agriculture, 
bringing them into their local communities and seeing what agriculture jobs are like and many 
other roles so you can talk to Megan and learn a lot more. 
I’m not giving you a lot of specifics about my job. My goal is to give you a broad picture of where 
I see agriculture and where I seek aps and where I put myself in terms of collaborating with 
community partners and choosing what projects to do and to me this is the role of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension is to see that education and support can actual make very large 
contributions to helping.  If we can help increase local food purchasing we will help grow these 
local businesses that will bring all these communities up and we will help support sustainable 
and economic growth and we’ll keep dollars within the community, bring more jobs to the area, 
we’ll enhance a very unique experience for people who live here and visit here because being 
able to eat almost all local food when you visit an area is a very special thing to find and if you’re 
coming here to hike in the mountains the next thing people need to think is where am I going to 
get my food, I want to make sure I get my food at a restaurant that serves local food.  And we 
also recognize that we live in an area that is amongst rivers and mountains and we’re all 
enwoven in a very sensitive ecological area, our small farms are diverse and that also allows 
them to be more ecologically contiguous with our environment and that helps blend with our ag 
tourism potential as well and food access for our citizens is another very important piece of this 
puzzle and the well fed collaborative is going to talk later that is a Essex County Public Health 
program that CCE collaborates with as well as many other community partners and the privilege 
of eating local food should be something that everyone has access to and that’s one of the pro 
sides of my work is to help increase the visibility of where people that are say on nutrition 
incentive dollars they actually can purchase local food in a variety of places helping them find 
those places and know that that is a privilege that they have as well and another part that plays 
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into all of this is that across our country and it isn’t any different here in Essex County that there 
is an aging farming population and this is an area that is a tough area to navigate because of 
the financial structure of farming and the culture around farming. It’s going to require a team of 
people who know how to support these farms that are wanting to transition at the point of which 
they do and also support the next generation to help keep farmland in place and also help the 
viability of the transiting farm as well as the new farm and as you can see we do have room for 
more farming businesses to start if we’re having a transition out of farmers.  
So I’m hoping what I’m giving in terms of this broad overview is that agriculture is an economic 
driver everywhere in this region and that sustainable, positive growth requires supporting the 
entire interconnected system composed of economy, community, environment, agriculture 
production and the market. We can’t ignore any aspect of these parts and expect any of the 
other parts to grow. We have to pay attention to all of them and support all of them and this is 
just a really nice picture showing the interconnectedness of our entire county and region. We 
have the Champlain Valley where these farms are but it is completely contiguous with the 
mountains where a lot of our towns are and where a lot of our people go to visit and a lot of our 
food can potentially go to feed people visiting and feed people living in this area and our 
economic system is all connected together and we will all grow together if we are all are eating 
our local foods. So thank you for your support.  Thank you for supporting Adirondack Harvest 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension and thank you for supporting the creation of a new farmland 
protection plan that is going to be addressing each of these components that I talked about 
today and I would love to connect with any of you with any questions you have or any concerns 
that you see in your town, everything that you want to bring to the table I’m always available to 
meet with you.  Let me know if you want me to come to you anytime. 
 
POLITI:  Any questions? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Yes, I know that the pharmacy program was instituted and that there is one 
place in Port Henry where this is occurring. Are there other areas in Essex County that are also 
involved with pharmacy? 
 
SUMMERS:  Yes. The pharmacy was started by ADK Action and their first location was up in 
Keeseville. So that place has been open and running for I think a couple of years now and then 
they are opening a new location in Port Henry with the support of the Well Fed Collaborative 
through the Essex County Public Health grant but in addition to that there are other local 
markets that do accept SNAP such as Ernie’s has accepted SNAP for a long time, the Willsboro 
Meat Market, Green Goddess, Ti Naturals Food Co-op so we do have places smattered 
throughout Essex County where people can purchase local food with those dollars.  Any more 
questions? 
 
MONTY:  Thank you Carly for the presentation.  For someone who grew up on a dairy farm and 
sees the decline in the dairy industry over the decades it’s very refreshing to see a lot of these 
dairy farms being brought back raising vegetables, flowers, beef cattle.  I guess my question is 
in your opinion, with this new legislation on farm wages how is that going to really affect us? I 
think it could have a deep effect on a lot of these farms. 
 
SUMMERS:   Yes, I think it’s going to be a big complicated issue that people are going to need 
to be innovative on.  I think our Essex County farms most of them have a pretty good solid 
routine and understanding of what they need in terms of labor so I think being able to hire more 
people so that they don’t have to pay overtime will be a possibility so I think they are just going 
to have to change things a little bit but I think they will find a way to work through it. 
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MONTY:  Okay, thank you. 
 
SUMMERS:  Any more questions? Great.  I’d like to just quickly introduce the farms you’re 
going to meet outside so that you get an idea of who you’re going to meet outside.  Other than 
community partners who I’m not going to introduce you can take the time to meet them we’re 
going to have Moonstone Farms who produces vegetables and eggs and forestry products but 
also started a value added noodle production recently in collaboration with Paul Smiths College 
so that’s fun.  We’ve got Mossbrook Roots Flower Farm they are a flower farm that does events 
all over the county and region.  We’ve got North Country Creamery a value added dairy that 
also produces a huge amount of yogurt for schools believe it or not kids in schools love their 
yogurt and the Hub on the Hill is a very important support for our farms. They distribute a lot of 
the products from farms to schools and other businesses and they also provide a commercial 
kitchen for value added producers so a lot of that money and value out of production probably 
happened at Hub on the Hill.  Decker’s Flat Greenhouse provide live nursery plants throughout 
the spring, summer and fall and they are beautiful and he brought a variety out there today and 
the picture is pretty dark there but Little Hills Farms that’s a picture of their farmer’s market table 
they produce a variety of homestead products from vegetables to eggs and Haley from South 
Farm Beef was going to make it but she had an emergency on the farm. 
Thank you and I hope you all can come out and take a group photo with us with the farmers 
whenever you guys are done with all your meetings and have lunch with Hub on the Hill who is 
making lunch with 100% local ingredients thank you, bye. 
 
POLITI:  Thank you Carly.  I know Jim used the word refreshing and I think it’s very refreshing to 
hear and see your enthusiasm and I know I speak on behalf of all the supervisors here how 
much we appreciate what you do and your support and contributions to the Ag sector so thank 
you very much.  It was very nice.  
 
GARRISON: Okay we’ll move to resolutions. 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Chairman – C. Harrington    Vice-Chairman -  N. Merrihew 

Monday, July 8, 2019 
 

1. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $32,146.00, DSRIP FUNDS.  Harrington, Merrihew 

 
2. RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING QUALITY IMPROVEMENT REVIEWS 

AND POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE HOME HEALTH UNIT AND 
APPROVED BY THE PAC ON 6/5/19.  Monty, Harrington 

 
3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $32,146.00, DSRIP FUNDS.  Monty, Morrow 

 
4. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $1500.00, ADIRONDACK NORTH COUNTRY ASSOCIATION GRANT.  Merrihew, 
Harrington 
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5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE RATE OF PAY FOR 

PRESCHOOL RELATED SERVICES IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, FROM 
$37.50 PER SESSION TO $41.00 PER SESSION.    Giordano, Monty 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Chairman – S. McNally     Vice-Chairman – G. Morrow 

Monday, July 8, 2019 
 

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SALARY INCREASE FOR POLL INSPECTORS IN 
THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS FROM $11.00 PER HOUR TO $12.00 PER HOUR, WITH 
BUDGETED FUNDS.  McNally, Morrow 

 
7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMERGENCY 

SERVICES DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $89,974.00, STATE HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM 18 GRANT.  
Depo, Morrow 

 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 

APPLY FOR A STATE HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM 19 HAZMAT GRANT.  
Morrow, McNally 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 

APPLY FOR A PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINTS GRANT 19.  Morrow, Depo 
 

10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR A STATE HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM-18 ADIRONDACK 
REGIONAL HAZMAT CONSORTIUM GRANT.  McNally, Morrow 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 25 APX8500 MOBILE RADIOS IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $110,662.50, 24 APX4000 PORTABLE RADIOS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $41,634.00 AND 26 BATTERY 2700 MAH WITH SPEAKER MICS WITH EAR MIC 
AND DISPLAY IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,714.50, IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE STATE INTEROERABILITY 
COMMUNICATIONS GRANT 16.  Morrow, Giordano 

 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMERGENCY 

SERVICES DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT $186,875.00, EMS GRANT.  McNally, Morrow 

 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE IN THE EMERGENCY 

SERVICES DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF MEDIC CAR FIRST RESPONSE 
VEHICLE IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $41,000.00, FROM EMS GRANT.  
Morrow, DeLoria 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A QUANTIFIT RESPIRATOR FIT 

TEST SYSTEM FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT, ON NEW YORK 
STATE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,757.62.  Depo, Giordano 
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RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairman – N. Merrihew    Vice-Chairman – M. Marnell      

Monday, July 8, 2019 
 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR A STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT, THROUGH THE OFFICE 
OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION FOR THE COUNTY 
AGRICULTURE CENTER BUILDING RENOVATION PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$500,000.00.  Merrihew, DeZalia 

 
RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE DPW COMMITTEE 

Chairman – G. Morrow     Vice–Chairman – J. Monty 
Monday, July 15, 2019 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT TO THE 

WHALLONSBURG GRANGE FOR THE USE OF THE COUNTY ROADWAY, ROUTE 55 
IN THE TOWN OF ESSEX FOR THE WHALLONSBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT 
APPRECIATION DAY TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 25, 2019.    Monty, Morrow 
 

17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO UTILIZE SOURCEWELL 
A MUNICIPAL PURCHASING COOPERATIVE PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS NATIONAL 
JOINT POWERS ALLIANCE (NJPA), AS AN OPTIONAL SOURCE FOR PURCHASING 
GOODS AND SERVICES.  Morrow, Monty 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH ATLANTIC 

TESTING LABORATORIES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8,713.28, FOR 
ASBESTOS CONSULTING SERVICES AT THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT AMENDMENT.  Depo, DeZalia 

 
19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY TRANSPORTATION TO ENTER INTO 

A FEDERAL TRANSIT OPERATING ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN AN AMOUNT UP TO 
$1,817,748.00, TO BE UTILIZED FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF ELIGIBLE OPERATING 
EXPENSES FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 
2022, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM GRANT FUNDS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID 
AGREEMENT.  Monty, DeLoria 

 
20. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $733,000.00, FOR THE TRACY ROAD OVER ASH CRAFT BROOK 
CULVERT REPLACEMENT PROJECT.  DeZalia, Scozzafava 

 
21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH SCHODER RIVERS 

ASSOCIATES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $81,200.00 FOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE TRACY ROAD OVER ASH CRAFT BROOK 
CULVERT REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF NORTH HUDSON WITH 
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FUNDS TO COME FROM THE CULVERT NEW YORK GRANT FUNDS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
SAID CONTRACT AMENDMENT.  DeLoria, Giordano 

 
22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID FOR A 

¾ TON PICK UP TRUCK WITH PLOW, A MINI-LOADER, A EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
TRUCK AND A 1 TON CREW TRUCK IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.  
Monty, Depo 

 
23. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $107,806.95, 2018 CARRY OVER FUNDS FROM LED LIGHTING 
FIXTURE UPGRADES.  Monty, DeZalia 

 
RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Chairman – I. Tyler     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 
Monday, July 15, 2019 

 
24. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE THE 2018 WORKERS 

COMPENSATION AND SELF-INSURANCE ANNUAL REPORT.   Monty, Morrow 
 

25. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS AND RECOGNITION TO THE RETIRED 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (RPEA) 50 YEARS OF SERVICE.  Gillilland, 
Wilson 

 
 

FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 
Chairman – T. Scozzafava     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, July 15, 2019 
 

26. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE EMPLOYEE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1500.00 FROM THE UNITED WAY NEEDS GRANT.  Scozzafava, Depo 
 

27. RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE PROPOSED CONTRACT BETWEEN NORTH 
COUNTRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND THE NORTH COUNTRY COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION LOCAL 1000 AND ESSEX 
COUNTY LOCAL 816.  Wilson, Scozzafava 

 
28. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO MAMIE FORKAS ON HER 100TH 

BIRTHDAY.  Scozzafava, unanimous 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

29. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A 2019 NEW YORK STATE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY HOME OWNERSHIP 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $400,000.00 THROUGH THE 
NYS HOMES AND COMMUNITY TRUST HOUSING TRUST FUND CORPORATION 
FOR NYS CDBG PROJECT NO. 382HO335-19; AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE 
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COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE GRANT 
AGREEMENT.  Monty, Scozzafava 
 

30. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A 2019 NEW YORK STATE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY HOME REHABILITATION 
PROGRAM AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $450,000.00 THROUGH THE NYS HOMES 
AND COMMUNITY TRUST HOUSING TRUST FUND CORPORATION FOR NYS CDBG 
PROJECT NO. 382HO328-19; AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 
CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENT.  
Tyler, Giordano 

 

POLITI:  Others from the floor? 
 
MONTY:  I’d like to offer a resolution to appoint Rob Wick, EMS Coordinator for the EMS grant, 
excuse me, EMS Administrator. 
 
PALMER:  EMS Program Administrator. 
 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING ROB WICK AS EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR.  Monty, Gillilland. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor?  I’m sorry, discussion? 
 
GILLILLAND: I’d like to offer a resolution of appreciation from the Board of Supervisors to all 
Essex County Farmers. Be it resolved the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the 
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their appreciation and heartfelt 
thanks to all Essex County Farmers for the dedication in food production, land stewardship in a 
rural economy. 
 
POLITI: Thank you.  Can I get a unanimous second? 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO ALL ESSEX COUNTY FARMERS.  Gillilland, 
unanimous 
 
DELORIA:  The committee that’s working with the EMS program will require a resolution to go 
out to RFP for the medical billing management and Dan Manning has the specifics on that. 
 
PALMER:  Not on that particular one.  This is just a resolution authorizing a RFP for billing 
services for EMS program, the PILOT program. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO RFP FOR 
BILLING SERVICES FOR THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PILOT PROGRAM.  
DeLoria, Monty 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
McNALLY:  That revenue that you get from the billing where does that go to?  Does that pay the 
county or does that go to the local departments? 
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PALMER:  It goes to the local department provided if they are the ones that responded to the 
call if we get to the point where the County is responding directly my understanding is the 
revenue will go directly to the county but whenever it goes to a town agency or the town is the 
responding agency that revenue would go to them. 
 
McNALLY:  So the first year we’re going to have a couple paramedics stationed in towns that 
the county is providing at no charge for the first year, correct? 
 
PALMER:  Under this PILOT program for those four towns that we’re talking about. 
 
McNALLY:  So if there’s any revenue for that it’s going to come to the local department or is the 
county going to retain that? 
 
PALMER:  Yes, it would go to the local department I think that’s right?  I can check though 
Steve let me just find out for sure before next Monday. 
 
McNALLY:  It seems like if the county is paying the labor for that employee we should be getting 
the money for that employee. 
 
PALMER:  What we agreed to is to provide the benefits then any actual call or response – 
 
McNALLY: The first year there’s a couple of paramedics that are going to be funded by the 
county, the towns aren’t paying for them correct? 
 
PALMER:  Right under the grant. 
 
DELORIA:  That’s just for labor too.  I mean the towns that bought the ambulance and they put 
the fuel in it, there’s a lot of expenses associated with that. Good question.  I guess we’ll have to 
look into it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The contracts for this new venture that we’re going into here. I mean the 
Moriah Ambulance Squad is an entirely separate entity from the Town of Moriah Government so 
who is signing the contracts? 
 
POLITI: I will let Dan answer that. 
 
MANNING: Tom we developed the contract because of Section 122b the General Municipal 
Law which allows us to, it permits us in our new Home Rule it also permits us to enter into inter-
municipal agreements with the towns for the division of ambulance and EMT services with a 
new twist that we can through the towns and through these inter municipal agreements we can 
also enter into contracts with other associations, corporations and organizations including non 
for profits which you have in your town. So I’ve drafted an agreement that sort of massages all 
that together, the agreement is going to be signed by the county, the town and the non for profit 
your Moriah people and all of us have different responsibilities in there. The town’s 
responsibilities are basically just you know, allow it. The non for profit will have its 
responsibilities and the county will have its responsibilities to pay. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So each town will need authorization from their town board obviously? 
 
MANNING: Yes they will need a resolution by each town to enter into this agreement. 
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SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
 
MANNING:  You’re welcome. 
 
POLITI: Any other questions? 
 
MORROW:  I’ve said from the start the Town of Chesterfield wants to opt out of it because we 
have no problem with our EMS, we’re joined up with the Town of Ausable and the Town of Peru, 
through CVPH and ours is, nobody believes how much we pay for it each year.  It’s really 
reasonable so is that the same thing?  My town board opts out? 
 
MANNING: No right now this is for the first year of the grant the powers at be, Dan and others 
that are involved have chosen Moriah, Ti, Wilmington and Crown Point. 
 
MORROW: So we don’t have to do anything? 
 
MANNING:  You’re not involved in it and there will be no money paid by these organizations to 
the county for the services it will be strictly free during the PILOT program. 
 
POLITI:  Any other questions regarding this resolution? All in favor, opposed – thank you.  Other 
resolutions from the floor?  I think you have one. 
 
GARRISON:  Everyone has a copy on their desks. 
 
TYLER:  Are you going to talk about the Boquet Valley resolution? 
 
GARRISON: This one is for the EMS. 
 
MANNING:  Why don’t we do this one. 
 
POLITI: There’s one on everyone’s desk regarding EMS. 
 
GARRISON: It’s authorizing the County Manager or County Chairman to execute inter municipal 
agreements for emergency medical services and the provisions of EMT’s and advanced EMT’s 
to various towns and other organizations contracting with the town for such service pursuant to 
General Municipal Law 122-b and the current home rule authority granted by the State of New 
York.   
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO 
EXECUTE INTER MUNICIPAL AGREEMENTS FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
AND THE PROVISIONS OF EMT’S AND ADVANCED EMT’S TO VARIOUS TOWNS AND 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS CONTRACTING WITH THE TOWN FOR SUCH SERVICE 
PURSUANT TO GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 122-B AND THE CURRENT HOME RULE 
AUTHORITY GRANTED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK.  Scozzafava, DeLoria 
 
POLITI:  Discussion on this resolution?  All those in favor, opposed – thank you. 
 
TYLER:  Boquet Valley Central School District, Mr. Meyer Superintendent about the Board of 
Education desires all tax payers to pay the option of paying their school taxes in installments. 
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POLITI:  Okay. Does everyone have that on their desks?   
 
TYLER:  I believe so. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes.  I’ll second that. 
 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE BOQUET RIVER CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ALLOWING TAXPAYERS THE OPTION OF PAYING THEIR SCHOOL TAXES IN 
INSTALLMENTS.  Tyler, Scozzafava 
 
POLITI: Do you have that Judy? 
 
GARRISON: Yes it was a letter I received and made copies to the board. 
 
POLITI:  Discussion on that motion?  Have you seen it? 
 
MANNING: I haven’t seen it but we can sort it out if there’s any problem at regular board. 
 
POLITI: Any discussion on the resolution on the floor?  All in favor, opposed – thank you.  
Anything else from the floor? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Jim were you going to get into the Department of Labor or were you going to 
wait until?  We had in regards to our transfer station I think they visited a couple of others but 
the Department of Labor was in our community on Friday and obviously the PESH Division 
found numerous things wrong in regards to how we operate with equipment, fencing, and height 
of the fencing and so on and so forth.  You know I think they are a little bit confused about the 
relationship that we have with the county which is kind of like a marriage where the husband 
and wife live in two separate states but anyway so they are going to site both the town and the 
county in regards to some of these violations most all of the violations actually but the bottom 
line is that program has been in place now for thirty years and we really haven’t done a whole 
lot at any of these transfer stations but the day is going to come where we are going to have to 
start making an investment there and decide whether it’s going to be towns that are going to 
upfront or county or how we’re going to do it so we have a lot ahead of us on this whole 
operation. 
 
POLITI:  Are you making a statement or proposing a resolution? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m making a statement.  No, no resolution just giving you a heads up that this 
is coming down the pike and you know it’s going to be costly from what I see is going to take 
place.   
 
POLITI: Thank you. Anyone else? 
 
MANNING:  I just have a few.  I’m asking that the board authorize the County Chairman or the 
County Manager to execute a discharge of mortgage relative to a mortgage held by the county 
to the HAPEC program.  The mortgage holder being Tami Donaldson. She received information 
from HAPEC that she is refinancing to buy out a partner in business and the options are, one 
option would be subordinate the current mortgage under the new mortgage that she would be 
getting which would take a little bit of work and time or to discharge her current mortgage. The 
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way these programs work people get money for their house usually it’s for homes and they don’t 
have to pay back any of the money unless they sell or they die or they somehow hypothecate or 
get another mortgage then there’s a trigger during that ten year period that they have to pay off 
the mortgage and it’s an declining balance year one you pay off a great deal of the mortgage, 
year five it goes down, by year ten it’s gone you don’t have to pay. The little twist here is that 
she is two almost three months when the ten  year time is up HAPEC feels and I agree that 
she’s been great, she’s not going to – she’s complying with the program it would be better to 
allow the discharge a couple months ahead of time and that’s what we’re looking for. 
 
POLITI: What town is it? 
 
MANNING: This would be in the town of – I don’t know. 
 
POLITI: Does anyone know? 
 
PALMER: I don’t.  I saw the paper but I don’t recall. 
 
MANNING: Tami Donaldson. 
 
POLITI: Nobody knows?  Okay. 
 
PALMER: We’ll find out. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A DISCHARGE OF MORTGAGE DISCHARGING A CERTAIN MORTGAGE GIVEN 
BY TAMI DONALDSON TO THE COUNTY OF ESSEX RECORDED AT BOOK 1223 OF 
MORTGAGES, PAGE 75.  Scozzafava, Merrihew. 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion on the resolution?  All in favor, thank you. 
 
MANNING:  Okay.  The next resolution involves some property in the Town of Moriah.  I would 
ask for a resolution authorizing the County Manager or Chairman to execute an access 
agreement with Atlantic Wind LLC for the purposes of allowing access to certain property owned 
in the Town of Moriah known as the Barton Mines for the purposes of evaluating suitability for 
bat habitat protection projects at no cost to the county. 
 
POLITI:  Are you familiar with this Tom? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yes.  I’ll move it. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR CHAIRMAN TO EXECUTE AN 
ACCESS AGREEMENT WITH ATLANTIC WIND LLC FOR THE PURPOSES OF ALLOWING 
ACCESS TO CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED IN THE TOWN OF MORIAH KNOWN AS THE 
BARTON MINES.  Scozzafava, Harrington 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Just under comments, Jim Dougan has been actually more involved in this than 
I have but they’ve visited twice now Jim?  The plan is to put some kind of a screen or cage over 
the Barton Hill Mine at no cost to the county but they do need permission.  The county owns this 
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site, to access the property.   
 
POLITI:  Okay. 
HARRINGTON: Are there protections that will prohibit human from access?  We know that the 
white nose disease that just about eliminated the bat population was caused by humans so I’m 
hoping that there’s protection in place. 
 
POLITI:  Well we’re going to have Tom look over it and we’re going to call him Batman. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well other than a 3,000 foot drop straight down I believe there will be chain 
linked fence around the area.  Do you want to come up and speak about it Jim? 
 
DOUGAN: Yes that’s exactly why they’re doing it Charlie.  The Environmentalists and DEC have 
identified that this one particular site is very, very important to the bat hibernaculum there and 
that they need to protect that from human access.  From the county’s standpoint it actually 
protects us from liability if they have a better fencing and such there I also asked the company 
to provide a permanent exhibit for Tom’s Iron Center because this is actually the most important 
bat hibernaculum in the North East based on the information from them so I think it will help 
both. 
 
HARRINGTON: Are there other areas where this could be also resolved? 
 
DOUGAN: There are other areas. This one is easy because Essex County owns it.  Many of the 
other entrances into the mine are not owned by Essex County so it becomes a little more 
challenging. This one is the lowest in elevation and therefore important because it’s a spot 
where the coolest air comes in and out of the mine. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? Thanks Jim.  All in favor. 
 
MANNING: The next resolution will be a resolution authorizing the County Manager or 
Chairman of the Board to execute contracts to the schools districts of Boquet Valley, Willsboro, 
Moriah, Minerva, Crown Point and Schroon Lake for the provision of school resource officers, 
SRO’s to be provided by the Essex County Sheriff’s Department. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
TO EXECUTE CONTRACT AGREEMENTS WITH THE SCHOOLS DISTRICTS OF BOQUET 
VALLEY, WILLSBORO, MORIAH, MINERVA, CROWN POINT AND SCHROON LAKE FOR 
THE PROVISION OF SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS PROVIDED BY THE ESSEX 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT.  Gillilland, Harrington 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
GIORDANO:  Was there a determination on the amount of money that was to be required by the 
schools? 
 
MANNING:  Yes.  I think it varies.  Dan Tedford is taking a lead on this.  Dan, do you want to 
come up? 
 
TEDFORD:  It is $60,000 for full time, $20,000 for part time for each school year. 
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McNALLY:  Is that the only schools that have signed up? The ones that you just listed? 
 
MANNING: Yes.   
 
POLITI:  Any other questions?  All in favor, opposed – thank you. 
 
MANNING:  Okay then next as you know we have been contracting with Cana Rx for the 
prescription drugs to our employees.  It’s a mail order type of thing. We do not have any skin in 
this game.  We don’t provide the drugs, we don’t solicit our employees to buy the drugs from 
Cana Rx but Cana Rx requires that we contract with them for this.  So what I would like is a 
resolution authorizing the County Manager or County Chairman to execute an agreement with 
Cana Rx recognizing that individual employees of the county may voluntarily designate Cana Rx 
as their agent for the procurement of brand name prescription medication as prescribed by their 
doctor but Essex County has never instructed or required any employee to use such services or 
enter into any agency agreement with Cana Rx. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO 
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH CANA RX FOR PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION.  
Gillilland, McNally 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion?  All in favor, opposed – thank you. 
 
MANNING:  And finally I’d like to go into a quick executive session relative to legal matters one 
of which being continuing loose ends with the matter of Kosmider vs. Whitney. 
 
POLITI:  Moved by Mr. Merrihew, second by Mr. DeLoria.  Comments? All in favor. 
 
THE COMMITTEE MOVED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 10:50 AM TO DISCUSS LEGAL 

MATTERS PERTAINING TO KOSMIDER VS. WHITNEY. 
 

THE COMMITTEE MOVED BACK INTO OPEN SESSION AT 10:58 AM. 
 

POLITI:  I need a motion to come out of executive session.  Moved by Mr. Gillilland, second by 
Mrs. DeZalia.  All in favor.  There being no business conducted. Can I have a motion to 
adjourn?  Moved by Mr. Scozzafava, second by Mr. Merrihew. All in favor.  Thank you we’ll 
move to the public hearing. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Ways and Means Committee it 
was adjourned at 10:59 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 


